
 

The Year of the Lord 
 

Will 2008 be the year?  Is this the year weôve all been 
waiting for?  Will this be the year that your dreams 
finally come true?  Itôs hard to say, isnôt it?  Many 
will try to make predictions as to what this year holds 
for us.  The housing market, the economy, and the 
Presidential election are a few of the things that will 
get a lot of attention.  The war in Iraq will 
undoubtedly also be mentioned regularly.  What about 
in your life?  Will this be the year for ________? (fill 
in the blank) 
 
Jesus boldly announced ñthe year of the Lordôs favorò 
one Sabbath day long ago.  After He said this, the 
Scriptures tell us that the eyes of everyone were 
fastened on Him.  Thatôs a good posture to take as we 
begin any New Year.  As we fix our eyes on Jesus we 
can face the New Year with confidence.  We may not 
know the details, and we may be reluctant to make 
predictions.  But, we can be confident of Godôs 
presence as we submit our lives to His will and 
participate as citizens of His Kingdom. 
 
St. James gave a warning to people who thought that 
they were in control of the future.  He said, ñNow 
listen, you who say, óToday or tomorrow we will go to 
this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business 
and make moneyôò (James 4:13).  ñNow listen!ò he says.  
James, under the power of the Holy Spirit, tries to get 
our attention on a very important matter.  What the 
future holds isnôt under our direct control.  To pretend 
that it is, and to assert that itôs going to be is, simply 
putðboasting and bragging.  James calls such 
boasting ñEvil.ò  Imagine that! 
 
James wouldnôt do very well speaking like this in 
most of the circles in which we find ourselves today.  
He may call it ñevilò but we call it something far less 
negative.  In fact, weôre part of a culture that sees 
what James calls ñevilò as just the opposite. 
 
Those who conceitedly ñboast and bragò seem to be 
the very people who are held in the highest honor, get 
the promotions, and make it to the top.  Those who 

have a track record of saying and doing exactly what 
James condemns, are sought after by corporations and 
even nations.  What should we say as we look into the 
future?  James puts our planning into perspective and 
under Godôs authority where it rightly belongs.  He 
instructs us to submit all that we do to Godôs mighty 
right hand.  It is God who gives the increase.  Under 
His watchful eye, and with the guidelines He gives us 
in Scripture, we move forward and say, ñIf it is the 
Lordôs will, we will live and do this or thatò (James 
4:15). 
 
As we know, some people couldnôt care less if what 
they do is ñthe Lordôs will.ò  Theyôre going to do it 
anyway!  This is dangerous.  ñThe Lordôs willò 
effects all of our lives.  To approach everything we do 
and every decision we make with the perspective, ñif 
it is the Lordôs will,ò makes us examine our actions in 
light of Godôs Holy Word.  God makes it clear that 
weôre to love Him and serve Him in everything we do.  
That is His will! 
 
Weôre still living in the time that Jesus boldly 
announced as ñthe year of the Lordôs favor.ò  He 
wants to bless us with the freedom God intended as 
He looks upon us with ñfavor.ò  He wants to direct 
our paths and lead us in all our ways.  This may very 
well be the year weôve all been waiting for as we face 
the year fixing our eyes on Jesus, and his will for us. 
 

 Godôs Blessings to you in the New Year, 
 Pastor Fischer 
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Votersô Meeting 
 

The next Votersô Assembly of Faith Lutheran Church 
is scheduled for January 6th, following the service.  
New business will include the election of officers for 
2008, and approval of the 2008 budget.  Old business 
includes approval of Wedding Guidelines for our 
congregations. 
 

 

January Calendar 
 

Jan. 01 The Circumcision of Our Lord 
Jan. 03 Evangelism Committee, 6:30 PM 
Jan. 06  The Epiphany of Our Lord 
 Votersô Meeting, 10:30 AM 
Jan. 09 Adult Bible Class, 5:45 PM 
 Midweek Worship, 7:00 PM 
Jan. 13 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 
 The Baptism of Our Lord 
Jan. 15 Women of Faith, 1:00 PM 
Jan. 16 Adult Bible Class, 5:45 PM 
 Midweek Worship, 7:00 PM 
Jan. 20 2nd Sun. after the Epiphany 
 Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
Jan. 21 Circuit Pastorsô Mtg., Geneseo, 9 AM 
Jan. 23 Adult Bible Class, 5:45 PM 
 Midweek Worship, 7:00 PM 
Jan. 27 3rd Sun. after the Epiphany 
Jan. 30 Elderôs Meeting, 10:00 AM 
 Adult Bible Class, 5:45 PM 
 Midweek Worship, 7:00 PM 

 

 

2008 
Flower Chart 

 

The 2008 Flower chart will soon be available.  Donôt 
forget to reserve your Sundays to provide Altar 
Flowers. 

 

Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday 

 

We will observe Sanctity of Human Life Sunday on 
January 20th, at the week of the 35th anniversary of 
the Roe vs. Wade decision legalizing abortion.  The 
controversy and the problem remain after all these 
years.  We need to examine the issue from a Biblical 
perspective and see how the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
helps to define both the problem and the solution. 
 
ñFor you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my motherôs womb.ò Psalm 139:13. 

 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all the members of Faith for your 
cards, gifts, and well-wishes during the 
Christmas season.  Your kindness is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Pastor & Vary Fischer 

Simply Giving 
Simply Giving is a convenient way for you to make 
your contributions to our Lord.  Have your 
contributions deducted from your checking or savings 
account regularly by Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT).   Contact Nancy Tudder or Pastor Fischer for 
details. 

 

Women of Faith 
 

Women of Faith will meet Tuesday, Jan. 15th, at 
1:00 PM.  Yvonne Wegener will be the hostess.  
Marilyn Sturtevant will lead devotions.  The 
program will be a book report on Katherina Von 
Bora (wife of Martin Luther) by Vary Fischer.  
All women of the congregation are invited to 
attend.  (Fellows, Women of Faith would even 
love to see you there!) 

Looking Ahead... 
 

The season of Lent begins early this year.  Ash 
Wednesday is February 6th.  Make plans now to attend 
the midweek Lenten services at 7:00 PM.  Plan also to 
attend the fellowship suppers which will precede the 
services at 5:45 PM. 


